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ERIC NEWTON, §  IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
Plaintiff, N
§
VS. § TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS
§
JOHNATHAN MANZIEL, &

Defendant, §  53RD_JUDICIAL DISTRICT

PLAINTIFE'S ORIGINAL PETITION

Plaintiff, Eric Newson, files this original petition and as grounds therefore would

respectfully show:

L
PARTIES AND PROCESS
1. Plaintiff Eric Newton was at all relevant times a resident of Leander, Williamson
County, Texas.
2, Defendant Johnathan Manziel was at all relevant times a resident of an unknown

location. Pursuant to TRCP 106(a)(1) he may be served with process by delivering same to him,
in person, at his upcoming court appearance at 9:00 a.m. on December 1, 2016, at the Frank
Crowley Courts Building, 133 North Riverfront Blvd., Dallas, Texas 75207, Court No. 10, 4
Floor.

II.

VENUE, JURISDICTION AND RELIEF REQUESTED

Venue is proper in Travis County under Tex. C.P.R.C. §15.002(a)(1), as all or a substantial
part of the events or omissions giving rise to these claims occurred in Travis County, Texas.

Jurisdiction is proper in this Court, and Plaintiff sues for an amount in excess of the minimal



jurisdictional limits of this Court. Plaintiff sues for monetary damages over $200,000.00, but not
more than $1,000,000.00.
I1I.

DISCOVERY CONTROL PLAN

Discovery in this case is intended to be conducted pursuant to Level 3, T.R.C.P. 190.4.
IV.

BASIS FOR SUIT/CLAIMS

On September 6, 2016 Plaintiff Eric Newton ("Mr. Newton") was an employee of World
Class Development LLC, which owned and operated the Recess and New York, New York bars
in Austin, Travis County, Texas.

Mr. Newton was a bar-back, tasked with assisting the bartenders in filling orders, cleaning
up, and stocking and restocking supplies.

Around 2:00 a.m., Mr. Newton was working in the upstairs New York, New York facility,
where Defendant Johnathan Manziel ("Mr. Manziel") was attending a private party. Mr. Manziel
demanded that Mr. Newton prepare several drink orders, which Mr. Newton could not do, as he
was not an actual bartender. Mr. Newton informed Mr. Manziel of that fact, and suggested that
Mr. Manziel or someone from his group go downstairs, where the bar was operational. A short
time later, Mr. Newton was downstairs having a conversation with a customer. The customer,
apparently aware that Mr. Manziel was in the building, asked Mr. Newton his opinion of Mr.
Manziel. Mr. Newton gave his opinion to the customer. That conversation was overheard by
someone in Mr. Manziel's group, who immediately ran upstairs and told Mr. Manziel what had
transpired. About a minute or so later, Mr. Manziel came downstairs, ran behind the bar, cursed

at Mr. Newton, and punched him in the face, breaking Mr. Newton's nose. Mr. Newton then



grabbed Mr. Manziel to stop the attack, and both fell to the floor. Mr. Manziel then got up and ran
out the back staff exit before the police arrived.

Among other things, Mr. Manziel's conduct constituted the civil torts of assault and battery,
and the intentional infliction of emotional distress, for which Mr. Newton seeks recovery of the
damages specified below.

V.

MR. NEWTON'S PERSONAL INJURIES AND DAMAGES

Upon trial of this case, Mr. Newton will show he sustained and will sustain injuries and
damages as a proximate result of Mr. Manziel's negligence. There are certain elements of damages,
provided by law, that Mr. Newton, is entitled to have the jury in this case separately consider to
determine the sum of money for each element that will fairly and reasonably compensate him for
the injuries and damages and losses incurred and to be incurred. From the date of the incident in
question until the time of trial of this case, those elements of damages to be considered separately
and individually for the purpose of determining the sum of money that will fairly and reasonably
compensate Mr. Newton, for each element are as follows:

1. The physical pain that he has suffered from the date of the incident in question up

to the time of trial.

2. The mental anguish that he has suffered from the date of the incident in question

up to the time of trial.

L2

The amount of reasonable medical expenses necessarily incurred in the treatment

of his injuries from the date of the incident in question to the time of trial.

LS



4, The damages resulting from the physical impairment suffered and the resulting

inability to do those tasks and services that he ordinarily would have been able to

perform.
3. The damages resulting from the lost wages he has suffered.
6. The damages resulting from the disfigurement he has suffered.

From the time of trial of this case the elements of damage to be separately considered which
Mr. Newton will sustain in the future beyond the trial are such of the following elements that are
shown by a preponderance of the evidence upon trial of this case:

1. The physical pain that he will suffer in the future and beyond the time of trial.

2. The mental anguish that he will suffer in the future beyond the time of trial.

L2

The damages resulting from the physical impairment suffered and the resulting
inability to do those tasks and services that he ordinarily would have been able to
perform in the future beyond the time of trial.

4. The damages resulting from the disfigurement he will suffer.

VL

PUNITIVE DAMAGES

Pursuant to Tex. Civ. Prac. & Rem. Code §41.001 et. seq.. Mr. Manziel's conduct
additionally rose to the level at which exemplary damages should be assessed by the jury, for
which Mr, Newton seeks recovery.

VIL
PRAYER
WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Plaintiff Eric Newton prays that Defendant

Johnathan Manziel be cited to appear and answer herein, and that upon final trial, Plaintiff Eric



Newton recover the damages, as specified above, plus costs of Court, pre-judgment interest, and

interest at the legal rate. from Defendant Johnathan Manziel, and have such other and further relief,

general and special. at law and in equity to which he may show himself justly entitled under the

facts and circumstances.

Respectfully submitted,

ALLISON & WARD ATTORNEYS AT LAW
7718 Wood Hollow Drive, Suite 220

Austin, Texas 78731

Phone: (512)474-8153

FAX:(512) 474-9703

Email: allison-ward(@sbeglobal.net

Adam S. Wafd *  *
State Bar No. 00788615

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF

PLAINTIFF HEREBY RESPECTFULLY DEMANDS A TRIAL BY JURY.
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